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Catechetical Sermon Series II – Confession & the Keys and The Creed 
 

Sermons on Confession and the Keys 

 

The Scripture readings for the sermons on Confession and the Keys were primarily chosen 
from the passages listed in each part of the explanation to Luther’s Small Catechism. The 
order of the sermons reflects the order found in the current editions of the Catechism and 
LSB. The first sermon should reflect the two parts of confession: 1) the act of confessing 
one’s sins, and 2) God’s pronouncement of absolution by either the pastor or a fellow 
Christian. The second sermon should reflect the fact that at our Baptism God bestows on us 
the Office of the Keys. The Keys are exercised both by Christian laity and clergy – the laity 
privately, the clergy publicly on behalf of the laity and for their spiritual benefit. The third 
sermon should center on the office of the Holy Ministry and the duties God calls the pastor to 
perform. Luther’s catechetical hymn on the Keys can be sung each Sunday. The Keys were 
given to the Church so that faith in Christ would be strengthened and exercised.  
 

Sermons on the Creed 

 

Some of the sermons on the Creed have a specific textual basis in all three scripture readings 
which are to be proclaimed in the sermon; for instance, when considering the person and 
work of Christ, each of the readings is tied to one of Christ’s threefold office of Prophet, Priest, 
and King. The sermon on seeing and hearing the forgiveness of sins is a proclamation of the 
Means of Grace - the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, Scripture, and the Sacrament of the Altar – 
with each reading speaking about each of the Means of Grace. The catechetical sermons are 
to be Law and Gospel proclamations of Christ and His saving work designed to help 
parishioners grow in their faith and love for Christ.  
 

• Hymns: The suggested hymns come from Lutheran Service Book – LSB (CPH, 2006). 
At times more than three hymns are offered as options. Readers preaching on the 
Catechism may find other hymns more appropriate for their congregational 
circumstance.  

• Catechetical readings: The page numbers for the catechetical readings are also 
taken from LSB. If one is using a hymnal that does not contain Luther’s Small 
Catechism, the catechetical readings can be printed in a bulletin insert.  

• Multiple options: At times I have included multiple scripture readings or more than 
three hymn suggestions, reflecting some of the variations I made over the years. 
Different scripture readings may be chosen which would better fit the reader’s 
congregational circumstances. 

• Liturgical Recommendations 
o Because the confession of the Creed is an integral part of the liturgy, my 

suggestion is that the reading of the creedal sections of the Catechism be 
spoken/confessed before or after the sermon.  

o I suggest the singing of Luther’s catechetical creedal hymn (LSB 954) in each 
service when preaching on the Creed. This may get a bit repetitive for some. A 
substitute creedal hymn could be LSB 953.  
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THE OFFICE OF THE KEYS AND CONFESSION 

The Office of the Keys and Confession I 

• Lectionary: II Samuel 12:1-15 OR Psalm 32; I John 1:8-2:2 OR James 5:16; Luke 
18:9-14 OR Matthew 5:21-26 

• Sermon title: “Confession Is Good for the Soul!” I John 1:8-9 

• Catechetical reading: “What Is Confession?” “What Sin Should We Confess?” & 
“Which Are These?” LSB p. 326 

• Suggested hymns  
o 614 “As Surely as I Live,” God Said 

o 607 (ML) From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee 

o 615 When in the Hour of Deepest Need OR 

o 788 Forgive Us, Lord, for Shallow Thankfulness OR 

o 865 Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain 

 

The Office of the Keys and Confession II 

• Lectionary: Genesis 50:15-21; Ephesians 4:29-5:2; Matthew 18:15-20 OR Matthew 
16:15-19 

• Sermon title: “The Keys Forgive and Retain” John 20:19-23 

• Catechetical reading: “What Is the Office of the Keys?” & “Where Is This Written?” 
LSB p. 326 

• Suggested hymns  
o 609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 

o 607 (ML) From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee 

o 610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me OR 

o 608 Lord, to You I Make Confession OR 

o 611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

The Office of the Keys and Confession III 

• Lectionary: Ezekiel 33:1-11; Titus 1:4-11; Mark 3:13-19 

• Sermon title: “God's Ministry of Grace” Titus 1:5-9 (Ephesians 4:9-16 & I Timothy 3:1-
8 can also be used.) 

• Catechetical reading: “What Do You Believe According to These Words?” LSB p. 326 

• Suggested hymns 
o 681 Send, O Lord, Your Holy Spirit 
o 607 (ML) From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee 

o 682 God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets’ Sons OR 

o 589 Let Me Be Thine Forever OR 

o 586 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
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THE CREED 

 

The Creed: 1st Article (Introduction, the Trinity) 

• Lectionary: Isaiah 6:1-8 OR Genesis 1:26-31; Acts 2:14, 22-34; Matthew 28:16-20 

• Sermon title: “The Mysterious Math of the One True God: 1 + 1 + 1 = 1” Matthew 
28:16-20 

• Catechetical reading: In addition to the regular confession of the Creed, read/confess 
the First Article of the Creed and the first paragraph of the meaning either before or 
after the sermon. LSB p. 322. 

• Suggested hymns 

o 506 Glory Be to God the Father 
o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 507 Holy, Holy, Holy 

o 876 O Blessed, Holy Trinity 

o 890 O Blessed Light, O Trinity,  
 
The Creed: 1st Article (God, Creator of heaven and earth) 

• Lectionary: Psalm 139:1-18 OR Job 38:1-14; Ephesians 3:8-19; John 14:6-13 
(Genesis 1 & 2 should also be referenced in the sermon.) 

• Sermon title: “In the Beginning - Our Creative God and Father” Psalm 139:13-14 

• Catechetical reading: In addition to the regular confession of the Creed, read/confess 
the First Article of the Creed and the first two paragraphs of the meaning either before 
or after the sermon. LSB p. 322. 

• Suggested hymns 

o 578 Thy Strong Word 

o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 914 Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten OR 

o 858 O Father, All Creating OR 

o 816 From All That Dwell Below the Skies OR 

o There are two hymns from Lutheran Worship that could also be used. 
▪ 441 We Sing the Almighty Power of God OR 

▪ 474 How Shall the Young Secure Their Hearts 

 
The Creed: 1st Article (Can also be used on St. Michael and All Angels) 

• Lectionary: Daniel 6:18-23; Revelation 12:7-12; Matthew 24:23-31 

• Sermon title: “Look at What the Angels Do!” Daniel 6:21-22 

• Catechetical reading: In addition to the regular confession of the Creed, read/confess 
the First Article of the Creed and all three paragraphs of the meaning either before or 
after the sermon. LSB p. 322. 

• Suggested hymns  
o 621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence 

o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 522 Lord God, to Thee We Give All Praise 

o 442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
o 491 Up through Endless Ranks of Angels 

o 507 Holy, Holy, Holy 

OR 
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The Creed: 1st Article (Can also be used on St. Michael and All Angels) 

• Lectionary: Genesis 28:10-22; Revelation 12:7-12; Matthew 18:1-10 

• Sermon title: “Our Guardian Angels” Matthew 18:10 

• Catechetical reading: In addition to the regular confession of the Creed, read/confess 
the First Article of the Creed and all three paragraphs of the meaning either before or 
after the sermon. LSB p. 322. 

• Suggested hymns: For hymns, see above. 

 
    
The Creed: 2nd Article (… Jesus Christ … is my Lord.) 

• Lectionary: Daniel 9:24-27; Philippians 2:5-11; John 20:24-31 

• Sermon title: “Jesus Christ Is Thomas' God & Lord & Ours!” John 20:24-31 

• Catechetical reading: Read/confess again the Second Article of the Creed to “was 
buried” either before or after the sermon. LSB p. 322. 

• Suggested hymns  
o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 517, vv. 1, 6, 3 By All Your Saints in Warfare 

o 524 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds OR 

o 470, vv. 1, 5-8 O Sons and Daughters of the King 

 
The Creed: 2nd Article (… Jesus Christ, true God, … and also true man, …)  

• Lectionary: Isaiah 9:6-7; Romans 1:1-7 OR Colossians 2:6-10; Matthew 1:18-25 

• Sermon title: “The Word Becomes Flesh - The 2 Natures of Christ” Matthew 1:18-25 

• Catechetical reading: Read/confess again the whole Second Article of the Creed 
either before or after the sermon. LSB p. 322. 

• Suggested hymns 

o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

o 451 Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted OR 

o 340 Lift up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates OR 

o 549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name OR 

o 380 Hark! The Herald Angles Sing 

 

The Creed: 2nd Article (Who has redeemed me … from all sins, from death …) 

• Lectionary: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 OR Isaiah 7:10-17; Philippians 2:5-11; Mark 15:11-15, 
37, 42-47 

• Sermon title: “How Humiliating – Christ’s State of Humiliation” Philippians 2:5-11 

• Catechetical reading: Read/confess the first paragraph of the meaning to the 2nd 
Article either before or after the sermon. LSB p. 322. 

• Suggested hymns 

o 389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 471 O Sons and Daughters of the King OR 

o 420 Christ, the Life of All the Living OR 

o 450 O Sacred Head, Now Wounded OR 

o 436 Go to Dark Gethsemane 
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The Creed: 2nd Article (The third day He rose again from the dead.) 

• Lectionary: Psalm 110 OR Psalm 47:1-9; I Peter 3:18-22; John 20:1-23 OR John 
5:19-30 

• Sermon title: “How Uplifting – Christ’s State of Exaltation” I Peter 3:18-22 

• Catechetical reading: Read/confess the first two paragraphs of the meaning to the 2nd 
Article either before or after the sermon. LSB pp. 322-323. 

• Suggested hymns 

o 457 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 491 Up through Endless Ranks of Angels OR 

o 493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing OR 

o 480 He’s Risen, He’s Risen 

 

The Creed: 2nd Article (Prophet, Priest, King) 

• Lectionary: Deuteronomy 18:15-19; Hebrews 4:14-5:6; Matthew 21:1-11 

• Sermon title: “Jesus’ Three-fold Office” (use all 3 texts in the sermon) 

• Catechetical reading: Read/confess the first three paragraphs of the meaning to the 
2nd Article either before or after the sermon. LSB pp. 322-323. 

• Suggested hymns 

o 394 Songs of Thankfulness and Praise 

o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 524 How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds OR 

o 461, vv. 1, 6-8 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

 
The Creed: 2nd Article (He ascended into heaven …) 

• Lectionary: 2 Kings 2:1-15; Acts 1:1-11 OR Ephesians 1:16-23; Luke 24:60-53 

• Sermon title: “Jesus’ Ascension” Acts 1:1-11 

• Catechetical reading: Read/confess the first four paragraphs of the meaning to the 
2nd Article either before or after the sermon. LSB pp. 322-323. 

• Suggested hymns 

o 492 On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 

o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 493 A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing OR 

o 491 Up through Endless Ranks of Angels 

 
The Creed: 2nd Article (… redeemed me … with His holy, precious blood …) 

• Lectionary: Leviticus 1:1-13; Hebrews 19:1-12; John 1:29-34 

• Sermon title: “Christ’s Atoning Sacrifice” John 1:29-34 

• Catechetical reading: Read all five paragraphs of the meaning to the 2nd Article. LSB 
p. 322-323. 

• Suggested hymns  
o 431 Not All the Blood of Beats 

o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 433 Glory Be to Jesus OR 

o 425 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross OR 

o 434 Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 
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The Creed: 3rd Article (Believing in the Holy Spirit …) 

• Lectionary: Psalm 51:15-19; Acts 5:1-6; John 15:26-27, 16:7-15   

• Sermon title: “The Holy Spirit of Truth” John 16:13-15 

• Catechetical reading: Reread the 3rd Article of the Creed either before or after the 
sermon. LSB p. 323. 

• Suggested hymns 

o 496 Holy Spirit, Light Divine 

o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 497 Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord OR 

o 498 Come, Holy Ghost, Creator Blest 
 
The Creed: 3rd Article (Believing in … the holy Christian Church) 

• Lectionary: Deuteronomy 33:1-5; Ephesians 2:19-22 OR Revelation 7:9-17; Luke 
17:20-21 

• Sermon title: “The Holy Christian Church – The Communion of saints” Luke 17:20-21 
[1 Kings 19:13-18 & Romans 1:7-8 can also be used for the sermon.] 

• Catechetical reading: Read/confess the 3rd Article and the first paragraph of its 
meaning either before or after the sermon. LSB p 323. 

• Suggested hymns  
o 676 Behold a Host, Arrayed in White 

o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 912 Christ Is Our Cornerstone OR 

o 644 The Church’s One Foundation OR 

o 651 I Love Your Kingdom, Lord OR 

o 677 For All the Saints OR 

o 517 vv. 1, 4, 3 By All Your Saints in Warfare OR 

o 855, vv. 1, 3, 4 For All the Faithful Women 

 
The Creed: 3rd Article (Believing in … the forgiveness of sins) 

• Lectionary: Nehemiah 8:1-12; Acts 2:37-43; Matthew 26:26-28 

• Sermon title: “I See and Hear the Forgiveness of Sins!” (Use all 3 texts for the 
sermon. The sermon can also reference Acts 2:38-39; Romans 10:13017; 1 
Corinthians 11:23-30; Colossians 2:9-15; Matthew 28:16-20.) 

• Catechetical reading: Read/confess the first two paragraphs of the meaning to the 3rd 
Article either before or after the sermon. LSB p. 323. 

• Suggested hymns 

o 577 Almighty God, Your Word is Cast 
o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 604 I Bind unto Myself Today OR 

o 629 What Is This Bread 
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The Creed: 3rd Article (Called and enlightened by the Holy Spirit) 

• Lectionary: 2 Kings 5:1-14; Acts 9:1-9; John 3:1-15 

• Sermon title: “Conversion: The Work of the Holy Spirit!” 1 Corinthians 12:3 

• Catechetical reading: Read/confess the first three paragraphs of the meaning to the 
3rd Article either before or after the sermon. LSB p 323. 

• Suggested hymns 

o 517, vv. 1, 12, 3 By All Your Saints in Warfare  
o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 658 Preserve Your Word, O Savior OR 

o 823 May God Bestow on Us His Grace OR 

o 578 Thy Strong Word 

 
The Creed: 3rd Article (Believing in … the resurrection of the body) 

• Lectionary: Isaiah 65:17-25 OR Ezekiel 37:1-14 OR Jonah 2:1-10; 1 Corinthians 
15:50-58 OR Revelation 21:1-7; John 11:17-27 OR Matthew 27:50-54 

• Sermon title: “The Body Raised to Life Everlasting!” John 11:23-24 

• Catechetical reading: Read/confess all the paragraphs of the meaning to the 3rd 
Article of the Creed either before or after the sermon. LSB p 323. 

• Suggested hymns 

o 461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives 

o 954 (ML) We All Believe in One True God 

o 865 Lord, Help Us Ever to Retain OR 

o 655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 


